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Ready For The Off: After 11
years of hard and often
intensive work, Andrew’s
‘Railmotor’ locomotive stands
on the steaming bays, a
couple of weeks ago,
awaiting it’s first steam up. A
full write up on the
locomotive and its
construction appears inside.



Editors Notes

Welcome to summer! After what has seemed like an eternity of cold or wet
weather, the sunshine is now finally out, the barometer needle settled above
‘30’ and temperatures not far off the same (that’s ‘88’ in old money!), although
to be honest this kind of weather is really a little over powering and most
people are content to head for the coast. The weather has been a little
indifferent of late and several days have either been ‘blown out’ or seriously
dampened by inclement weather, hopefully we won’t need to be ferrying water
from stand-pipes quite yet, but this may be a serious possibility later in the
summer if rain does not come soon.
Anyway onwards and upwards, thanks to all those who contributed to the last
newsletter, namely Andrew, Ron Harris, Peter Marten, the ‘regulars’ and ‘Us’
and also to those who have contributed articles to this edition. Andrew has
written a quick update for the materials stores and also a longer article on the
construction of his ‘Railmotor’ locomotive, Steve Turner has asked for a short
article regarding the ‘Clarkson’ grinding machine and Stephen Hutton for a
short article on the website. There is also an updated diary of events, a quick
article on the impending 55th anniversary, TIG welding lesson update and a
note about a members contact list + jokes from Enid Marten and the all
‘regular’ columns, so please read on and enjoy…

Andrew & Mark
Chairman’s Notes

This year is the club’s 55th anniversary. Although not a major milestone we
thought we would like to mark the occasion in the same way. Following a
suggestion from Jack Pitt, we decided to set aside a day when we could have
a BBQ and everyone had time to be together. We selected July 8th, Saturday,
when the nights are still light and will have a summer evening BBQ. Bring
your own main course, but Val will be providing dessert, (courtesy of the club).
As an extra, we thought we would try to run a different passenger service
during the daytime and invite many different engines to take part in the
running, with perhaps 6 to 8 smaller trains (not necessarily smaller locos) on
the track at any one time providing a bit of variety for the public!
A light-hearted friendly, join-in sort of day with lots of motive power in action or
on display, during the day and evening, everyone welcome. Drivers with
engines running passenger service are invited to put their names in the book
as usual please, so that the op’s managers have an idea how to operate the
afternoon to include everyone. Evening running is up to you and there is no
requirement to notify us.
Other than that, we are now getting closer to operating our TIG-welding
training sessions (see article inside). On the public running side, all is going
well, but this year the weather has beaten us on numerous occasions and a
‘washout’ has been declared. Still it can only get better, I hope!

Mike



55th Anniversary

As previously mentioned in the Chairman’s notes, we are planning a special
day on 8th July to celebrate the club’s 55th anniversary. The idea from Jack
Pitt has been discussed over the previous few weeks and it was decided at
the last committee meeting that we would proceed with running as many
trains during that afternoon as is practicable, either single or double headed,
anyone who then wishes to run on for the evening may do so. A ‘bring your
own’ BBQ will also be alight from about 1800 and is open to all, with drinks
and dessert provided by the club and prepared by Val. We will then make final
preparations for this at the committee the previous weekend and on the club
night the Thursday before the weekend, with advertising in the local
newspapers and on our website. If you are interested in passenger hauling
during the afternoon then please feel free to put your name in the book by the
previous weekend and we can then organise the running order. All we can
then hope for is really good day and nice weather, not much really!

Andrew & Mark
Website Update

As you should be aware, Stephen Hutton has now taken over the running of
our website and it has now been updated to keep in touch with forthcoming
events as well as previously ones that we have pictures from.
Should you wish to access the members page on the website you will need a
login and password to do so.
The following is the login, this must be typed as it is: smls1952
And the password again typed as it is, is: wharfedale71960
These can be saved on your PC so it avoids the operator having to type them
in every time they wish to logon.
Stephen has also said that he is quite happy for members to give him their e-
mail address and full name (for verification) and every time an update is made
to the members page Stephen will then send an e-mail to inform you that an
update has been made, saving you the hassle of continually checking to see if
the page has been updated recently.
To keep the gallery looking good, Stephen would also like members to send
any photo’s associated with the club for use on the website. Whether they are
recent or archive, any photo’s will be considered (enthusiastically) and may
well be posted on the website for all to see!
The aim is to keep the website updated as regularly as is necessary, more so
during the summer to advertise public or members special events, but also as
an advertisement for the club and the railway.
An updated paper copy of the pages will also be available (shortly) at the club
and these will be updated when the electronic version is updated, so if you do
not have or do not know how to operate a PC then you can see what is
available on the web.

Stephen



Contact Details

It was suggested at the last committee meeting that members should have
contact details for as many other members as possible and that a name and
telephone number list could be circulated across the membership, saving the
problem of a few members being frequently contacted for details of others. It
was noted that other clubs do this already and that their lists contain either
names, address’ and phone numbers or just names and phone numbers.
What we plan to do is that if anyone objects to having their name and phone
number published, then they should contact either the Secretary or news
editors who will remove their name from any list. This should benefit most
people as they can more easily contact others without the need to phone
another member first in order to obtain a contact number. This will be
confirmed at the next committee in July and will be published in the August
newsletter.

Andrew & Mark
Welding Lessons

At the last committee meeting at the end of May we formally arranged to hold
an initial session for learning the use of the TIG welder at the July club night.
All those people who have put their names forward on the blackboard
requesting this should be aware that the club night is on 6th July and we will
be starting from around 1800. We are also aware that this date may not be
suitable for all those people who have put their names forward and further
sessions will be arranged at a more convenient time, if in the mean time it
would be possible for those people who have put their names forward to
indicate if they are able to make the above date by placing a tick beside their
name on the blackboard so as to give us some idea of the likely numbers for
the evening.

Andrew & Mark
Clarkson Cutter Grinder

It has been decided that the ‘Clarkson’ cutter grinder at the club is surplus to
requirements and is firstly being offered to any interested member who may
have a use for it. The club is not looking for anything for the machine and we
will even make it ready to be transported, but after that the rest is up to you.
Any interested member who can give this piece of equipment a good home
should contact Steve Turner at the club and arrangements will then be made
for it to be collected from Beech Hurst, if no one is interested then the grinder
will either be sold or part-ex’ for other equipment.

Andrew & Mark



Jokes

Courtesy of Enid Marten:

A man is walking his three-legged dog when he finds an old lamp.

He gives the lamp a rub and out pops a genie, who promptly grants him one
wish.

"Well," says the man, "I wish you could make my dog win Crufts."

"What? With only three legs? Wish again."

"Okay. Can you make England win the World Cup in Germany then?"

The genie ponders for a moment……

"Let me see that dog again."

More Jokes

This one is quite interesting to try too…

Can you raed tihs? So far  60   plepoe can.
>>>
>>>i cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg.
>>>The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
>>>Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a
>>>wrod are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is taht t he frsit and lsat ltteer be
>>>in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed
>>>it whotuit a pboerlm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey
>>>lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? yaeh and I
>>>awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt! If you can raed tihs forwrad it.

Enid Marten

Starting Young – The Construction of a ‘Rhymney Railmotor’

So you think you can build an engine…? Was the comment made when I first
suggested that I fancied having a bash at building a locomotive some 11
years ago. Thumbing through the 23rd edition ‘Reeves’ catalogue at all the
nice GA outlines and trying to figure out which I might like to build.
At that stage I honestly thought that the number of drawings was an indicator
as to the complexity of each design, which I suppose is partly true, but really
has no bearing on how difficult a model is and what complications you might
face.



I remember one example, a ‘Princess Marina’ in 3 ½” had only 3 drawings,
easy I thought, how wrong could I be!
Having joined Beech Hurst in June ’93 I had at that time never even
contemplated building my own engine and had no idea for that matter what it
would take to do so. After spending a good year or so at the club and having
driven Dick Burge’s 7F on countless occasions I had an urge to build my own
engine. I had always been very practically minded, I had used Lego, then
Technic Lego etc… when I was younger and liked the idea of building things,
but never to this sort of detail or tolerance. The next question was what
engine? Having listen to a few suggestions, the notion of a 3 ½” was
dismissed as the resulting construction would be no less onerous and yet the
engine would be too small to be particularly useful. So 5” it was, but what? I
liked the idea of a GWR ‘King’ because I had always liked the GWR engines,
particularly the ‘Kings’ or the ‘14xx’ tank engines, but it was suggested that I
was taking the piss if I thought I could start with a ‘King’ and that something a
little smaller would be better. Having studied all the designs available I
plumped for a ‘Rhymney Railmotor No.1’ partly because the model is
designed with a basic tender that is ideal for the novice to start on and to be
honest it is quite an attractive little engine, if you can call it that? The chassis
and boiler are relatively simply designed with no obscene dimensions or
shapes to contend with and the size should allow for the loco to pull, maybe 6
or 8 adults. With outside, slide valve, cylinders, outside walschaerts valve
gear and only an 0-4-0 wheel arrangement there are no interfering leading or
trailing wheels and just the one set of coupled wheels to contend with, so
fairly easy.
The full size locomotives were designed around the turn of the century and
initially ran coupled with a coach, hence the name, on several lines, including
the Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford in South East Ireland. The LSWR also had
their own variant that later became the C14 or S14 which ran in yards around
Eastleigh, Redbridge and Southampton in Hampshire, ironic really, as that is
where I was born. None, as far as I am aware, survived into preservation,
although a replica ‘Railmotor’ is currently being built, but to what design I am
not entirely sure.
Having purchased some drawings, I started work by myself late in 1994,
confident that the locomotive and tender would on their wheels in a year or so,
err… maybe not! With no real tools or machinery and certainly no engineering
background I initially struggled and by Easter the following year had made
little or no progress on the tender. Around the time of my birthday at the end
of April 1995 construction began again in earnest and with help from several
members at Beech Hurst progress speeded up, not that it was easy, almost
every Saturday evening, some Sunday afternoons and often one evening in
the week were taken up on the construction. The tender progressed quite
quickly, with the chassis completed by early autumn that year and the body
well underway and nearly complete by Easter 1996.
The tender chassis made a cameo appearance during the 45th anniversary
cavalcade in May 1996, with the top not sufficiently complete to be added for
the occasion.
The chassis and body were united as one shortly afterwards and having spent
just over a year so far I had a nearly completed tender, albeit not painted.
Work then began on locomotive…



As I said earlier the tender is an ideal taster for the beginner to grasp the
basics of marking, cutting, filing, drilling, turning, milling and even soldering,
before the serious stuff starts. I have to say that I was very surprised as to the
work involved in just the tender and that I was a touch naïve to start with.
Work began on engine immediately afterwards and it soon became clear that
when making anything for the engine that there was no room for error, only
when you get to the stage I am now, do you fully realise why that is! To say
that progress on the loco was slower than the tender was a understatement
and there were times when things seemed to be creeping along at a snails
pace. The biggest problem was that I didn’t have a home workshop, couldn’t
afford one even we had space and we didn’t even have that! Therefore the
club workshop became home from home for many years. By the summer of
1997 the basic engine chassis, no cylinders though, was finished and work

could then commence on the cylinders,
valves etc… The work so far on the engine
had taken a year and all that I had to show
for it were frames, buffer/drag beams,
stretchers, axles/boxes, wheels and
coupling rods, mind you had it not been for
about two dozen attempts at getting four
crank pins made progress would have
been a bit quicker! There was even my own
special bin the workshop for a time, just for
my mistakes! (See Picture Left – Late
1997). Work on the cylinder set took
several months to complete and my
parents were surprised to see them
completed having looked suspiciously at a
pile of castings that arrived as a birthday
present some months earlier, wondering
how little £120 bought! The addition of the
cylinders to the frames in late 1997 was a
big bonus and the engine was starting to

look a bit more, well, engine like. The next four years or so was spent making
all the motion work. This I have to say has been the most tedious part of the
construction to date, partly because of the number of links, rods and pins
required, the exact tolerance they need to be machined to and also because
you see them, so they need to be pleasing to the eye!
By the summer of 2001 most of the motion work etc… was ready to be added
to the chassis (see picture above – summer 2001), there were a few more
links to make as well as all the bronze bushes and then the pins that secured
the rods to one another, that was a task in itself with all the pins being
manufactured from silver steel and needing to be machined to an exact
diameter and length, mighty tedious! One big step had been taken earlier that
year with the introduction of a workshop at home.
I had already bought an ML7 lathe from Bob Hodge back in 1996 and that
together with a small bench was added to my miniscule 7’ x 4’ shed that still
masquerades as my workshop today, cramped yes, but very useful all the
same. I would reckon that with exception of work, home and possibly Beech
Hurst that is the place I have spent most of my time over the last 5 years!



With the workshop available, progress over the last few years has increased
considerably, more so the last 3 years when the end was really in sight.
Moving forward to a couple of years ago now, the chassis was finally ready for
air testing and final setting and with some tinkering on a surface plate at the
club for several weekends the chassis ran about 95% in both forward and
reverse and would notch to almost mid-gear. I was pleased to say the least,
not only had the engine come alive, but all the work had paid off and it ran
very accurately. There can be nothing more demoralising than to reach that
stage and realise that something is not right somewhere. The return cranks
were then duly pinned and work on the smoke box and boiler would
commence.

I had already decided that I would make the
boiler for the engine and it has proved
extremely good experience. It is a relatively
simple construction, with a round top and a
belpair firebox. The barrel is then a
seamless tube that fixes inside the
throatplate flange and the outer firebox
wrapper. Construction of the boiler started
about this time last year, with all the bushes,
inner dome, plates and stays etc…
manufactured during an intense 6 month

period before Christmas (see picture left – work on the boiler in progress at
home). Then with a lot of help from John West and several days at the club
the boiler was silver soldered together. I had also decided that the entire
construction would be held together by JM Easy-Flo no.2 solder and this was
the case, except for the firehole ring that I was persuaded would do better
being soldered with Silver-Flo no.24 to be on the safe side. Apart from getting
scorched several times, generally getting bloody hot the whole process went
very well. The laborious process of cleaning and more cleaning between each
heating made sure that the solder ran freely and that the need for re-heats
was kept to a minimum. So after about 7 months of hard graft, my boiler
became the first to receive the full 4 year hydraulic certification early this year
with the introduction of the new boiler reg’s. There were a couple of really
small beads on firebox stays, but other than that it was tight at 180p.s.i. and
the final major hurdle before it could be steamed was passed.
I have then spent the remainder of this year up to last weekend getting all the
pipework made, the smokebox finished and adding the boiler fittings that I had
already made late last year.
Much to my parents disgust the engine has spent most of the last 6 months
presiding over the kitchen worktop so that I could work on getting the fittings
and pipework made at home! Then about four weeks ago the loco steamed at
the club for the first time.
A few gremlins were exposed, mainly in the clacks and the safety valves, but
they have been remedied in the last few weeks and last weekend the
locomotive ran around the track for the first time! This was pretty much
successful, the lubricator is a bit rich and injector protested against the hot
weather, but apart from that it was successful. I will now spend the next few
months adding, draincocks, a whistle and then the outer casing, before
hopefully painting this winter.



Any regrets? No way! Well only that it should not have taken this long to get to
this stage, but there you go. I am very proud to have got this far with it and
that I am one of only a few people my age to still be building in this way
nowadays. If you ever want an apprenticeship then building an engine is
pretty good way of learning lots of skills whilst creating your own model. I
have to say though, that I am always full of admiration for guys like Nobby
Clarke from the past, because he built so many models, nobody can truly
remember how many, they were built to a very high standard and in such a
short space of time too. A ‘Black 5’ or an ‘S15’ in about 18 months is un-
imaginable, particularly when you think of the quality of the construction and it
is sad that there will probably never be more people like that or if there are I
don’t see where they will come from. Ours is an ageing hobby and most
youngsters today, for whatever reason, don’t seem to want to get involved
with this kind of hobby, let alone learn the skills to build from scratch and it is
a world away to start from nothing, rather than re-build something that already
exists, believe me, there is no comparison.
To conclude I must say thanks to all those people at the club, too many to
mention, for all the help and advice that I have been given over the last 11
years, all of their time they have given up to help me and I am privileged that I
have had the opportunity to learn in this way and take the skills into the next
generation, but that will never detract however from the fact that this kind of
work requires a huge commitment from yourself, if you really desire to achieve
this then you have to get off your backside and work, work hard and be
prepared to spend a lot time in the workshop and not expect too much too
soon as it just does not happen like that. Finally I would like to thank Mum and
Dad for being very understanding at home with engines on the kitchen side,
engines on the landing, lathes in the bedroom etc… also to the late Roger
Coleman who sadly passed away back in 1997. I remember when we were
drilling the tender springs on the drill in the workshop, the chassis of the
tender precariously perched on the drill stand, the drill complaining about the
gun metal castings and when we had finished I said to Roger  “thanks, I hope
one day it will be finished”, he just turned and said, “you will finish it, I know
you will” and I have never forgotten that to this day and when this have ever
got tough, then several times that moment has entered my memory and given
me a little kick to continue, whatever the circumstances.

Andrew



We received the following article from Julian Atkins, a long standing IoW
member and now a member at the Cardiff club. Bearing in mind Andrew’s
article on the ‘Rhymney Railmotor’, we thought this would be a nice insight
into the workings of this line in the modern day railway and the last days of
loco hauled trains that have recently been withdrawn from service on this line.

Andrew & Mark
The “ Trucks”  At Rhymney

This is a little sketch of two and a half years of the happiest period of my
working life…based high up the brooding mountains in the south Wales
valleys.
Rhymney is a sleepy little town surrounded by the hills and mountains at the
heads of the valleys. Cardiff is 25 miles to the south, with the heads of the
valleys moorland to the north and beyond in the distance the Brecon beacons.
Rhymney was once a huge industrial centre with (until 1891)
ironworks/steelworks producing rail for the industrial revolution’s expanding
railway network. Then the coal mines. In 1858 the Rhymney Railway opened
from Rhymney to the docks at Cardiff. And nearly 150 years on from that the
railway remains, still with a railway depot. Its fame as one of the most
profitable railway companies in Britain when iron steel and coal were king
have long gone. But it is still famous…for the time being anyway…as one of
the few railways lines left in the country where locomotive hauled coaching
stock is employed to run the service.
I first came across the Rhymney line and its trains in 2002. I had arranged to
meet a friend off the train from Cardiff one evening. He told me where the
nearest station was to my home, a station called Hengoed. I just got there in
time with the car, and stood on the platform waiting for the train. This was no
truncated branchline left over from the Beeching years…here was a double
track railway with all welded steel rail and well maintained platforms nestling
on the side of the hillside surrounded by Scots pines and rhododendrons in
full bloom. A bridge immediately south of the platform and the curve of the
track prevented any view down the valley of the line from Cardiff. All of a
sudden I heard the roar of a train as a big diesel locomotive in smart maroon
livery and pulling four smart red coaches thundered into the station. About 40
people got out of a packed train, and for the first time in years I heard that
wonderful sound of railway doors being slammed shut. The driver was leaning
out of the cab window…and at the rear of the train was the guard about to
give the right of way in time-honoured fashion by waving a green flag. A quick
flurry of green and blast of a whistle; the engine tooted back, and seemingly
as quickly as the train arrived it stormed out of the station to disappear out of
sight round the curve.
I was impressed! Why was I sitting behind an office desk all day and missing
out on this!!
When I joined the railways a few months later I was quite content with life at
Cardiff depot on the valley lines network, and it was quite clear that Rhymney
was a bit of a closed shop with vacancies being very rare. As luck would have
it I did get a transfer to Rhymney, and it has been a very happy period in my
life.



Three class 37 diesel locomotives (all over 40 years old) are required to work
the “trucks”. The loco hauled trains are always referred to as the “trucks”.
Don’t ask me why! The Mark 2 coaches are lovely coaches, very smooth
riding and comfortable. Each of the 4 rakes (1 is kept as spare) are beautifully
maintained and each has its own brakevan for the guard, with hand brake,
desk, large chair, air brake gauge and valve, oven and heater. Three trains
work down from Rhymney on weekday mornings working the commuter
trains, staying at Cardiff Canton shed during the day, then returning in the
evening with the commuter trains home. On Saturdays the “trucks” are “out all
day”, up and down the Rhymney line. The extra capacity of the “trucks”
compared with the other DMU trains (sprinters and pacers) is much needed
on Saturdays particularly on international days when matches are held in the
millennium stadium in Cardiff. The trains are limited to four coaches in length
normally (sometimes 5) because a number of the platforms are short.
Spotters come from all over the country to ride on and photograph the
Rhymney trains. It has given me a new insight into spotters! I regard myself
as a railway enthusiast, and my interest in model engineering is well known
amongst my colleagues. Spotters are referred to by the railwaymen as
“cranks” (and other names I cant repeat here!). Diesel spotters are on the
whole a sorry bunch, and those who just come along to trespass (everywhere
with no regard for their own safety or the safety of the trains and the disruption
they cause to the service) are the lowest of the low and treated with absolute
contempt and derision. However some of those who regularly travel on the
trains and give us copies of photos or videos they have made are treated
quite differently, rather like Ivo Peters on the old S&D.
Its not just the diesels that provide the attraction. The Rhymney line starts
from Cardiff Central station…an impressive very busy 9 platform station very
much unaltered since rebuilt by the GWR in the 1930’s. 15 stations follow till
we arrive at Rhymney one hour later, as the line curves and clings to the side
of the Rhymney valley with a steady uphill gradient (1 in 42 at one point).
There is the 1 ¼ mile long Caerphilly tunnel, then absolute block working
between Ystrad Mynach and Bargoed…fully signalled with GWR type
semaphore signals. The last 6 miles from Bargoed to Rhymney is single line
and worked by electric tokens. There are two impressive stone viaducts at
Bargoed and Pontlottyn, and the scenery from Caerphilly to Rhymney is quite
spectacular with views of the Rhymney river and the mountains. The trains
are usually packed, with commuters, shoppers, rugby supporters, revellers,
and the spotters. We are kept very busy, and there is quite a bit more to do
and to know when working the “trucks” compared to the other trains. As a
guard I have to work the points, groundframes, and token instruments at
Rhymney, and ‘prep’ the coaches, carry out the brake test and complete the
‘load slip’. If anything goes wrong there is a whole section of the rule book we
need to know and apply which other guards don’t learn, and on occasions we
have to uncouple and couple the coaches/engine etc.
There are 20 drivers and 18 guards at Rhymney depot. Rhymney is about 15
miles from my home, and driving to Rhymney is a bit like driving from Ryde to
Ventnor. I spun one car on the ice early one morning and nearly ended up
down the mountain, and on another occasion had to abandon my car 5 miles
from Rhymney when it was snowing! The staff at Rhymney are a great bunch
and many are long serving railwaymen.



Last year I was privileged to work with Tommy Jackson on his last train before
retiring after 50 years on the footplate. Dai“Crunchie”Thomas and Dai
Nicholas both drivers started in 1960, as did our senior Chargeman Dai
James who moved to Old Oak Common in the same year to fire Castles and
Kings on the mainline.
Everyone seems to have a nickname; mine is “Slasher” Atkins (because i've
been in all the Isle of Wight prisons!). Jeff “Two Hats” Jones is senior driver
after Tommy’s retirement last year; Jeff was the last cleaner/fireman to be
taken on at Rhymney in 1964 before the steam shed closed the following
year.
We don’t just work the Rhymney line; we also work trains from Cardiff up the
old Taff Vale Railway mainline to Pontypridd and Merthyr (opened in 1841
and surveyed by Brunel). At Abercynon the Aberdare branch joins the
mainline, and at Pontypridd the Treherbert branch joins the mainline. We also
work trains to Barry Island and Penarth, and three city suburban lines; the
Coryton branch, the City Line, and the short branch from Cardiff Queen St to
Cardiff Bay. Abercynon…rings a bell? Well it should because in 1804
Trevithick’s engine (the very first steam locomotive) hauled its first train along
the Penydarren Tramway to Abercynon, and we run alongside the old
tramway for part of the way to Merthyr. Oh yes and you’ve heard of Barry
Island! I remember the lines of rotting engines in Dai Woodham’s yard…now a
carpark for the beach at Barry Island. A steam railway now runs along side
our line over the viaduct to the Island. It is still a very popular tradition in the
Valleys to have a day out to Barry Island by train. The Valley lines network is
unusual in that the railways run through the centres of all the towns and
villages so the stations are all convenient and centrally located. The trains are
very busy outside of the commuter rush hour times, and packed on Saturdays
(our busiest day at Rhymney as the “trucks” are intensively used all day long).
I’ve had 600 or so people packed onto the 4 coaches of the “trucks” before
now, with the transport police at Cardiff Central dragging people away from
the doors so we can leave! We have left Rhymney on international days and
been full up before we get halfway to Cardiff (and pulled into a crowded
platform at Caerphilly unable to let a single extra person on the train!). Full up
by the way means all seats taken and all standing room and the luggage van
absolutely packed! Delays are common and its quite fun to try and make up
time and get to Cardiff on time! Its great fun, but very taxing on the
concentration and at the end of the day your eyes and nostrils are full of muck
from the diesel exhaust. I’ve had my guards compartment door smashed by a
missile thrown at the moving train, been spat at, had bricks and ballast thrown
at me, been verbally abused by angry passengers when the service is
disrupted or the passengers are drunk. I’ve had my train derail in Rhymney
sidings, and i’ve had the tail lamp nicked on the way to Cardiff!
The darker moments always seem to be tinged with a good deal of humour
and there is a tremendous feeling of teamwork with most of the drivers. There
has to be with the “trucks” and working on the Valley Lines.
11th December a new timetable comes into operation, and after 11 years of
the “trucks” they are all to be scrapped together with the class 37 diesel
locomotives.



Never having thought I would get to work the “trucks” it has been an added
bonus and I will have greatly enjoyed the chance and privilege of operating
them. But it will be a sad moment when I roll up my green flag and take the
tail lamp down and switch it off for the last time.

Postscript:

I wrote the above article sometime ago and never got round to sending it off.
10th December has gone and with it the “trucks”. But what a finale! In those
final few weeks we each worked the last of certain shifts, noting it was the last
time we would work the 1st, 2nd or 3rd “trucks” in the morning or evening. For
the last Sunday (4th December) a special diesel gala day was organised with
visiting engines and the three sets of the “trucks” working up and down all day
to a special limited stop timetable. The trains were packed! It was a fabulous
day, and the crowds who turned out made us realise how special these trains
were.
Then the last week. Then the last day.
I was booked to work 3606 diagram with driver Dai ‘Basher’ Bevan that
included the very last trip down from Rhymney…the 20.20 train that Saturday
evening. We had started our shift that afternoon with the 14.15 Rhymney-
Cardiff Central on a sunny December afternoon and I noticed many of the
locals had turned out to wave us goodbye. The trains that day were packed
with Christmas shoppers and spotters alike. We had hoped to have 37425 on
our diagram…it was the first 37 to work the “trucks” in 1995, but we wanted it
because it was the only engine at the time not fitted with ‘On Train Monitor
Recording’ (the ‘black box’ that amongst other things records the engine’s
speed!) For the last trucks at 20.20 we had two wreaths on the front of the
engine (37419), and “Goodbye Rhymney” chalked all over the back of the rear
coach. Our former General Manager Tom Clift rode with Dai in the cab, and
we had detonators explode when we left Rhymney and as we approached
Bargoed. When we got to Cardiff Central there was a huge crowd of spotters
and well wishers on the end of the platform, and a group of them wanted Dai
and myself to stand by the engine so some pictures could be taken. We duly
obliged, and when the photos were taken everyone burst into spontaneous
applause, which was something neither Dai or I had expected but which was
very touching. We then took the train empty stock into Canton depot for the
last time, locked everything up and shut everything down for the last time and
walked over the yard to collect a 4-car DMU (Pacers) for our last train; the
22.10 Cardiff-Rhymney.

Julian Atkins



Diary Of Events

6th July 2006 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900
   **(Initial TIG welding instruction to be given, from 1800)**

8th July 2006 – Special day for the 55th anniversary + evening BBQ (see
news)

3rd August 2006 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1800
        **(Bowls Match arranged with HHBC at Beech Hurst)**
        **(Start from 1800 – Free Buffet & Bar – Names Please)**

26th August 2006 – Provisional bring your own BBQ evening – TBC

2nd/3rd September 2006 – Special running day/weekend, details TBC

7th September 2006 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900

30th September 2006 – Provisional invitation for IoW, Maidstone & Pinewood
     to visit SMLS.

7th & 8th October 2006 – Visit to Malden track, Nr Surbiton, details TBC

N.B. Other events are not always shown in the diary of events because they
have been arranged at short notice; check black/notice board at the
clubhouse for more details.

Andrew & Mark
Additions to the Materials Store

The final additions to the materials store have now been completed, with a
few more purchases made at the Harrogate exhibition in May. Below is an
updated list of the new items in stock that can be added to the previous lists I
have published in the newsletter. Prices below TBC from invoices – please
ask.

Blue Line Glass – Nominal 7/32” O.D. – 2 lengths

Bronze (PB102) - ½” A/F HEX – 3 lengths

Bronze (Colphos 90) - .324 (2BA) A/F HEX – 3 lengths
      .393 (10mm) A/F HEX – 3 lengths

Steel HEX Head Bolts – 7BA (Reduced A/F) x ½” length (100 off)

Steel Nuts – 7BA (100 off)

Viton Balls – 5/32” (3 off)
Andrew
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