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Very Sad News: Once again 
it is with deep sadness that I 
start an edition with the news 
of the passing of another 
club stalwart. John Gange a 
regular member of SMLS for 
nearly 25 years passed away 
peacefully on 13th October. A 
piece about his life appears 
inside… 

Editor



Editor's Notes 
 
As I finalise these Notes it is with deep sadness that I should start by reporting 
the passing of both John Gange on Tuesday 13th October and Sheila Parsons 
(wife of SMLS President Ray Parsons) on Thursday 5th November. Through 
these pages I would like to pass on my sincerest condolences to both John's 
widow Marian and to Ray. Together with Jack Pitt & John West, SMLS has lost 4 
familiar faces during 2020, so let's hope that 2021 is a better year in this respect. 
Thursday 5th November also marked the start of another England wide 'lockdown' 
and one which is due to last 4 weeks. With a bit of luck these Covid-19 measures 
will allow for some family gatherings at Christmas time and perhaps a slightly 
brighter end to what has been a somewhat challenging year. That said, it is still 
very heartening to hear the number of good news stories emanating from the 
model engineering world, particularly with projects that have been pushed along 
because of the Covid-19 restrictions and the additional workshop time as a result. 
Echoing my Notes from August I know of more than a dozen such fellow model 
engineers whose garages or sheds are busy. Next year is our 70th and what 
better way to overcome adversity than by showcasing some of our Covid-19 
'lockdown' achievements to a wider audience. So keep plugging away at those 
projects and I for one am looking forward to 2021 and the opportunity to see on 
display some of the fruits of your labour, including examples of my own... 
I would like to thank Roy P for his excellent BR Standard Class 3 part 1 article in 
the August edition and once again for part 2 (final article) in this edition. Also in 
this news, I have written a piece about John Gange and Sally Watts has kindly 
written a tribute to Sheila. There is an update about the re-roofing work, which as 
I type is all but complete and the Diary remains the same from the August edition. 
Due to the latest 'lockdown', the club is currently closed; however the weekly 
'Wharfedale News' will keep members up to date with changes when these 
occur. For now though, stay safe and keep those workshops busy… 

Andrew B 
Chairman's Notes 
 
This year is flying by and it is newsletter time again. When I took on this role I 
think it is true to say that we had no idea what was in store.  
Sadly we have lost two more of our long standing friends and colleagues since 
the last newsletter, John Gange and Sheila Parsons, and our thoughts go with 
Marian and her family, and Ray and his family at this sad time. I know many of 
you would have attended funerals during this time but due to Covid this has been 
seriously restricted so it has been agreed that when we can all meet up again in 
safety we will organise a 'celebration of their lives' event at the club. 
In spite of Covid restrictions we have been able to re-roof the clubhouse which is 
now, as many of you already know, complete and I would like to thank all those 
who have helped to make that possible. My special thanks go to Andrew 
Strongitharm for all the work he did to arrange this to take place and Howard 
Strongitharm for overseeing the process and getting up to the clubhouse daily to 
disarm and reset the alarm, and give access to the club for the contractors. 



It only leaves Graham Miller to pay the bill. This leads me on to thanking Graham 
for all the work he has done in the background paying our bills with the added 
complication of trying to meet the demands of the bank to carry out what should 
be a simple change of signatories.  
The latest restrictions, and the obvious increases that are occurring in Covid 
cases at the moment, makes it very difficult to move forward on reopening the 
clubhouse but rest assured if we can, safely, we will.  
The 70th Birthday plans are at a halt at the moment as we have not at this time of 
writing had a response from the council giving us an ok to proceed. We have 
several other projects that have been suggested that the committee need to 
review and prioritise and, subject to Covid restrictions, we may be able to move 
forward after Christmas. 
Club outside activities ground to a halt whilst the area became a hard hat work 
zone but now the roof is complete and the scaffolding gone we still cannot get 
back to leaf clearing etc…, because of the Coronavirus but as soon as it is safe 
to do so we will need to arrange a leaf clearing work party.   
Without the daily visits by the roofers and Howard, the security has returned to 
normal and my thanks go to Tom, Andrew S & Andrew B for agreeing to continue 
to maintain the security patrols. 
I am just collating the 35th edition of the 'Wharfedale News' and would like to say 
how grateful I am to those who have, and still are contributing each week to keep 
it going. 
Andrew tells me that he will be issuing another newsletter before Christmas so I 
will leave that part of my report until that issue. Stay safe… 

Mike W 
Subscriptions 
 
At our last meeting, the committee agreed that 2021 SMLS subscriptions will be 
requested on an optional basis for existing members but that if you wish to make 
your regular subscription payment you are welcome to do so. Subscription rates 
for 2021 remain the same at £5 for under-18's and £10 for all those over-18. 
Ideally payment by BACS to: Account No: 20688428 and Sort Code: 20-49-76, 
adding your name as a reference, however cheques (payable to 'SMLS Ltd') to: 
Mr G Miller (SMLS), 128 Western Road, Sompting, BN15 9TY are fine too. 
Alternatively, cash payments will be accepted at the club once regular meetings 
can resume. For those members who wish to opt out of payment, please let 
Graham know at the following e-mail address: graham.miller101@hotmail.co.uk 
or at the postal address above so that our records can be updated accordingly. 
Your current 2020 membership card will be valid for 2021 regardless. 

Committee 
John Gange 
 
John was a Christmas time baby and born on 27th December 1933 in Battersea, 
south London. The family home in Ashbury Road was a stones throw from the 
myriad of railway lines that criss-cross north of Clapham Junction and perhaps 
this is where his love of trains stemmed from. 



For part of World War II, John was evacuated from London and spent time in the 
hamlet of Ebernoe, near Petworth. Many a story of this time spent in Sussex 
would be told and the lifelong friendships that remained. Upon leaving school 
John trained as a blacksmith at a local ironworks before National Service took 
him to Germany. Returning to England and a new career path led him to work in 
the family building business with his father, brother and his father's friend Ralph. 
Ralph's sister Marian caught John's eye and in June 1959 John & Marian were 
married. Soon after, the family moved to Selsdon, near Croydon before buying 
'The Grange', near Gatwick Airport around 1970 (see picture below). 
 

 
 
Here, 3 generations of the family would stay for the next 3 decades whilst 
continuing to operate their building business. 'The Grange' was substantially 
improved during this period, including the addition of workshops, a 7 ¼" gauge 
ground level railway and a 3 ½" gauge raised level railway. Upon retirement just 
after the Millennium, John & Marian moved the short distance from 'The Grange' 
to Worth, near Crawley where they would live in their own home for the first time. 
2016 saw one final move up to Diss, Norfolk so they could be closer to their 
daughter and son-in-law. After a short time in a care home in Diss, John passed 
away peacefully in his sleep on Tuesday 13th October. 
John lived a full life and achieved so much. His early blacksmith work included 
forging a pair of iron gates which to this day still reside in St George's Chapel at 
Windsor Castle. As a model engineer, John started by building small stationary 
engines, before moving up to 3 ½" gauge with a 'Rob Roy' & then a SR 'Schools'. 
A complete rebuild of a 7 ¼" gauge LSWR 'B4' followed (see picture next page) 
before in his later years the scratch build of a 5" gauge 'Class 66' diesel outline.  



 
Picture above: The 7 ¼" gauge LSWR 'B4' that John bought along with some of 
the 7 ¼" railway, the loco was a substantial re-build, including a brand new boiler, 
and now runs at the Malden & District Society, Thames Ditton. 
His models, like his workshop, were immaculate and John only worked to the 
highest standards and using the best tools he could afford. In addition to these 
achievements, John also volunteered for the best part of 25 years at Beech Hurst 
and was a regular Saturday member from the early 1990's until he moved to 
Diss. Projects such as the rear flame store, the siding and shed for Big Boy, the 
internal alterations to the carriage shed and the new short siding can all in a large 
part be attributed to John, as well as many hours spent helping with track work. 
In his later years at Beech Hurst he was more than happy to tend to the lawns at 
the back of the clubhouse and ensure they were kept in perfect order. 
From a personal perspective, this has been another very difficult piece to write. 
Thinking about all the happy memories from sleeping in wheelbarrows during all 
night runs at 'The Grange', to the kg's of chocolate biscuits that arrived at the 
club on Saturday mornings, some of the enormous fires (conflagrations as John 
liked to call them) that we had at the club and even surveying my first flat. He 
was an absolute true friend whose encouragement, help and support through so 
much of my life has been like a second father. Thank you again for everything 
John and like you always taught me, I will continue to do the best I can everyday, 
both for myself and where possible for others… 

Andrew B 



Tribute to Sheila Parsons 22.8.30 – 05.11.20 
 
Most of you remember Sheila; indeed many of you will know her well. Ray has 
been a member of SMLS since the very early days and Sheila often came to the 
club with him. As her health and mobility declined she visited less but for years 
she was part of the regular group of 'ladies' who made the tea, knitted and 
watched the world go by either from the clubhouse or a sunny spot outside.  
Sheila thoroughly enjoyed the little incidents around the steaming bays and park. 
Her favourite tale was of an engine coming round the clubhouse corner to be 
faced with the spotless expanse of a bowler's trouser seat as, bag of woods in 
hand and legs akimbo, he climbed over the track via the transporter frame. 
Sheila's comment was she wished the loco had a cowcatcher fitted! 
Sheila was born and grew up in Brighton and met Ray in 1948 at a friend's party.  
She was quickly initiated into the world of railways full size (steam on the 
Steyning line in those days) and OO gauge, painting several sets of scenery for 
Ray's layout as it grew from exhibition size to static location. 
They married in 1954 and moved to Shoreham-by-Sea where they have stayed 
ever since. Picture below: Ray & Sheila at the Bluebell Railway in 2009. 

 
Sheila was a Justice of the Peace for forty years, chairman of the Juvenile Bench 
and the longest serving magistrate in West Sussex when she retired.  
She was also an expert needlewoman; cook; homemaker and a talented 
photographer. She read avidly; inherited her father's talent, if not his keenness, 
as a gardener and of course knew how to get steam oil out of overalls. 



Sheila and Ray were devoted to each other and shared most of their interests 
and hobbies. As Sheila's arthritis worsened, Ray's engineering talents provided 
numerous gadgets to make life easier. They were determined to keep everything 
as normal as possible. Sheila never complained, always took an interest in life, 
and outings and holidays continued until 'lockdown' changed all our lives. 
Sheila passed away peacefully at home, with Ray beside her. She will be greatly 
missed by her family and by the many friends she made and kept throughout the 
years, at the club and beyond. 
The funeral will be private, with donations direct to St Barnabas Hospice if so 
wished as Sheila and Ray have supported the charity for many years. 

Sally Watts 
Winter Work – By Andrew B 
 
Until the recent 'lockdown', the regular gardening team have kept the grounds in 
good shape, also, and before the latest 'lockdown', Roy P has undertaken some 
track work on the gardening days, including maintenance of the pneumatic point. 
The clubhouse re-roofing is complete and scaffolding dismantled! Progress was a 
little stop / start due to the recent inclement weather but a good job has been 
done and will hopefully last for many years. Thanks through these pages to 
Andrew S & Howard who liaised with the contractors and in particular to Howard 
who project managed and was present each day to ensure everything was to our 
satisfaction (see below and the next 2 pages for pictures during the work). 
 



 



 
Pictures above and below: During a final inspection of the roofing work with 
Howard, Andrew S captured these two photographs which give an unusual 
perspective of the steaming bays and area around the pneumatic point. 
 



A Summary of Progress on the BR Standard Class 3 2-6-2T Project – Part 2 
 
The next stage in the project was the wheels. Mike produced excellent castings 
in cast iron which like the pony truck wheels needed no cleaning up, extremely 
smooth. The wheels were to have steel tyres which added considerably to the 
machining process. The wheels were first machined on the periphery to take the 
tyre. The tyres were machined from slices of steel pipe of wall thickness about 
0.5" (see picture below left). As the vast majority of the steel had to be 
machined away, it was a time-consuming process on a Myford lathe. Plenty of 
material was left on the outside surfaces for final machining once fitted to the 
wheels. The inside was machined 0.13mm (about 0.005") smaller than the wheel 
outside diameter with a small register. The picture below right shows the tyre 
and wheel ready for fitting. Each tyre was then put in the oven and heated to 
200°C for 30 minutes, removed then placed on the drill press table and the wheel 
dropped onto the tyre using a jig to keep it horizontal. This worked well with four 
of the wheels but a slight error of about 0.2mm on one side for the remaining two 
wheels. The process has to be done quickly because as soon as the hot tyre 
touches the thin cast iron wheel rim the latter expands very quickly, there being 
no time for correcting any small misalignments. The wheels were then machined 
together with the tyres but leaving the final tyre profile 0.5mm large so they could 
be finished between centres on the lathe after mounting on the axles. 
The axles and crank pins were then machined from silver steel as shown in the 
picture next page top left. Keyways were cut in each end of the axles at exactly 
90° and keyways cut in each pair of wheels using a broach. The wheels were 
held together as a pair using a jig to align the crank pin holes. The crank pins 
were heat shrunk onto the wheels and the wheels were then heat shrunk onto the 
axles with the keys in place. The completed front driving axle is shown in the 
picture next page top right. 
At this stage, it was then possible to assemble the whole chassis on its wheels. 
Putting together the wheels, leaf springs, hangers, cotters etc..., was quite a 
time-consuming task. This was completed so it could be displayed on the SMLS 
stand at the 2020 London ME Exhibition at Alexandra Palace last January. 
 



 
The picture below is of the chassis. Quite a few components already made were 
omitted such as the lubricator and footplate supports, simply because of the risk 
of damage in transit to the aforementioned exhibition. One check I made at this 
stage was to measure the distance between centres of the crank pins for each 
pair of wheels when one pair of pins on one side was set at the design value for 
the coupling rod spacing. For both front and back axles, the differences from the 
design spacing were 0.1mm or less. 
 



The first six months of this year saw slow progress owing to Covid-19 restrictions 
on what Mike could do. However, over the last two months things have moved 
forward with progress on the brakes. The picture below top left shows the 
brake hanger components and assemblies including the tapered fitting bolts for 
holding the hangers to the frames. The picture below top right shows the brake 
hangers and the centre brake beam. The bearings in all the beams and the 
hangers are bushed with phosphor bronze. The picture below bottom left 
shows the brake shaft and trunnions for attaching to the frames and finally the 
picture below bottom right shows the brake cylinder, piston and cylinder cover 
all made from white bronze castings and the piston rod from phosphor bronze. 
 



Although there are more components to make for the braking system, Mike has 
been keen that I machine the motion brackets as they are a complicated casting 
and difficult to hold for machining. Certainly, this was a difficult task mainly 
because of the need to ensure there was no distortion of the support rib to the 
lower slide bar support when the casting was clamped or during machining, 
especially of the slot in the bottom pad. The casting was set up on a rotary table 
with a special multi-hole plate that Steve T will recognise as he made it many 
years ago. The picture below shows the set up after machining the slots with a 
gauge block test piece specially machined to the correct gap and width 
dimensions. The picture next page top shows the two holes that had to be 
drilled in the pads for holding the guide bars. A drilling guide was made to ensure 
the correct alignment of the holes in the top pad using a long series drill through 
the bottom pad holes. The picture next page bottom shows the finished pair of 
motion brackets. It took about 8 days to machine these two castings, most of the 
time spent setting up for the different stages. 

 
This brings us up to date with the project. What is so satisfying about this project 
is that Mike Jack's superb drawings and castings, produced using a 3D CAD 
model, have been shown to enable components, which are made to the tight 
drawing dimensions and tolerances, to fit together as we would expect in good 
industrial practice these days. It is a credit to Mike that the tremendous number of 
hours he has spent on the project over the years are now being rewarded. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roy P 



Work in Progress 
 
Since the August edition, I have kept up my daily visits to the workshop, although 
some recent commission work has meant a little less time than previously. For 
the past few weeks the lathe has been strangely quiet as assembly and painting 
of components continues, although the need for some more wagon axles will 
blow the cobwebs off the ML7 in the next week or so! The recent mild(ish) 
weather has meant outdoor spray paint priming has continued and top coat brush 
painting undertaken inside the workshop when it has been too cold or windy. One 
of the distinct advantages of the recent home working has been my ability to get 
to the workshop for short periods of time in between e-mails or waiting for sign off 
on a job etc… Painting has been the perfect medium for this downtime with a set 
of wheels or a frame etc…, being a nice filler job in between the paid work! Most 
of my recent efforts have centred around wagon production, although I have 
numerous projects boiling away and seemingly never enough time for all of them! 
I will write about some of my endeavours in more detail in the December or 
February news' and also welcome similar articles to Roy's to showcase some of 
the work that is currently underway or completed during this 'lockdown' period… 
Picture below: The newly fabricated + painted footsteps for an SR guard's van. 
These were a pig to make with a lot of manual folding to form the right angle 
footstep brackets. Before Covid-19 I have been lucky to get up close and 
personal to the real guard's van at Horsted Keynes and obtain the necessary 
measurements and rough placement of these, so they are about as right as I can 
make them. The old ones were fabricated from thin brass box section with 
wooden boards and they were very fragile. Being all steel, these should be more 
robust and add a little extra weight, even if they are a touch over-scale! 
 

 
 

Andrew B 
 
Forthcoming (including 2021) Events – By Andrew B 
 
With the recent Covid-19 'lockdown' our club activities remain suspended and 
the committee will keep members abreast of developments.  
At the time of writing the next Diary item is April 2021, however future dates may 
be added subject to government guidelines at the time. 



Diary of Events – By Andrew B 
 
3rd – 5th April 2021 – Easter Bunny Competition – Details TBC 
 
2nd May 2021 – Under 30's Day – Details TBC 
 
29th – 31st May 2021 – 70th Anniversary Gala Weekend – Details TBC 
 
19th June 2021 – Open Day & Mid-Summer 'Bring Your Own' BBQ – Details TBC 
 
9th – 10th July 2021 – 24-hour Run – Details TBC 
 
7th August 2021 – Teddy Bears Picnic – Details TBC 
 
28th August 2021 – Double Heading & 'Bring Your Own' BBQ – Details TBC 
 
25th September 2021 – Late Evening Run – Details TBC 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check white / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 
 
Picture below: And to finish this edition, our new clubhouse roof… 


